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"RIEND, nt will not take thi much 
time to peruſe this fmall book ; and 

| 5 the. Hlefſng of God thou mayęſi get 

; ſome good thereby. * thou knoweſt any 

y thing to thy foul's s advantage about the 
great and good Shepherd the Lord Jeſus 
_ Cri ift, then te roaring lion of hell hath 
2 great enmity againſt thee. But the Shep- 

j herd who hath redeemed thee hath Fower 
= defend thee, and by his mercy. thou art 
29 brought hitherto. He will. bring thee to Nez 
| mount fron above, though thou maye f "a 


meet with many d officulties in thy Jour-M ab 


through the wilderneſs. J ent eat I engr 
17 7 . oat the j 


"DON 2 4 


"PREFACE. 


FARMER, walking out early one morning, 
| came to the houſe of a neightouring Shepherd, 


and gave a gentle tap at the door, which was opened to 
tia immediately. He enquired if the Shepherd was at + 


home ; and, being anſwered in "the affirmative, ee - jy 


preſſed. a def ire of ſeeing him. The Shepherd, dene ü 
d d def red ; 
bow to walk i in; | which he did. After they lod ſo alut a 5 
each. W in a friendly manner, the Turner ſaid, 1 5 | 
Nei eig kbour, I have heard that pon have * 2 Bock of | 


the voice of his friend, went to the door, 


Antiquities, in which are mam remarkable cad va- 
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luable things; . and, ang othiers, a ſet of curious | | | 1 . 
engravings by many able + Artiſts, If you-will do me 4 7 5 
the favour, I 8285 be glad 60 ſee one or r two of them. . = 

. W + The a 1 


To which the Shepherd nid, 1 will e da it: ont 


as am going into the meadow adjoining the garden to 
took at a fro ww ſheep Tide there, if you pleaſe to walk 
with me, we will take the book with Us, and fit don i in 

+ the Arbour to which J ſometimes retire ; when ou ſhall 
. look at ſuch” engravings as 1 hope will not only pleaſe 
vou, but alſo he for your profit. 8 they wall ed to- 
| gether, taking. the book with them. | After the Sheph1d | 

; had counted is fob and they had converſed about the 
nature. and $roperties of ſheep ; - their value, and the 

2 dangers to which they are expoſed, with the attendance 
: and care of the Shepherd over them, they retir ed to the 
Arbour, and there ſat. down ; when the Shepherd fre- 
bee to the Farmer an engraving, bearing the title of 
Ns Good Shepherd 7 4 i of which was the oecgf on 
4 . e the following conference, You have ry o the 


8 upon ea next Gs . e 


0 
& 


Good Shepherd. 


Thus faith the 1 As the Shepherd taketh out 
of the Mouth of the Lion two Legs, or a Piece 
/ an Ear; fo ſhall the Children of Iſrael be 

taken out that dwell in Samaria in the Corner 


of a Bed, and in W in a Couch. — 
Amos iii. 12. 


0 ſee bene three very | affeQ- 
"mY fights. Firſt, a Lion with 
part of a Lamb in his mouth, which he hath 
torn very grievoully ; and a Shepherd, ap- 
proaching the Lion, in order to take his prey 
from him —Secondly, You obſerve a man 
lying on the corner of a bed, in a very un- 
comfortable manner. Thirdh, another man 
lying on a couch in a ack and fainting con- 
dition. | 

Farmer. "Vere affe ing ſigbts indeed !— 
what are they to repreſent? | i 

Shep. They repreſent the childrawgl Iſrael : 
in a ſtate of captivity or affliction ; which in 
the juſtice of God came upon them for their 


Sh iepherd., I 


ins, particularly. Idolatry ; and for their re- 
jecting the authority of Jehovah, who brought 4 


them ® up from the land of Egypd. Theſe things 
alſo point out the ſtate of the church of Got 


as oppretieg mY. wicked men. who are the 


Lord's | 


8 1 * Amos ii. 1. ; 


— 


"CS: 


Lord's * ſword. Or particular believers under 
Satan's temptations, or under the chaſtiſe- 
ment of God, for their backſliding from him. 
For he bath ſaid, + , they break my ſtatutes, 
and keep not my commandments ; 5 then will I viſit 
their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their i ini- 
quity with ſtripes. 
Far. Then do you . the church of 
God, and particular believers, in the cha- 
rafter of the children of Iſrael? > 
Shep. Ves, without a doubt: for Paul de- 
clares, (as Iſaiah had done before him) con- 
cerning the Jews, that I though the number of 
| the children of Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea, 
a @ remnant ſhall be ſaved. But when ſpeaking 
of thoſe who are ſaved, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles, he declareth, \ All Hrael ſhall be ſaved. 
And. ſhould we conſidgr the deliverance of 
the children of Iſrael from their flavery in 
Egvpt, to their poſſeſſion of the pr romiſed 
land, there are many things concerning them 
which are truly verified in the experience of 
thoſe who are travelling to the heavenly 
Canaan. I believe ſame have thought that 
their whole march through the wilderneſs, as 
well as all things reſpeQing their de, 


1 . and warſhip, N e Pow lows 


vation 


fs | „even th 
} though ke. Thus when Faul __ 


i Pla. xvii, 13. + Pſa, æxxix. 30. 1 Ifa, x. 22, 
. Rom. ix. 27. 8 Raum. f Xi. 26. I Heb, xi. 40. 


Too 9 15 | 
to the, Hebrews 3 the Jewiſh priefthood, 


and the things contained in the ceremonial 


law, he ſaid, * The law rs a ſhadow of good things 
to come. 

Far, Will you point out a few things re- 
ſpebting the Ifraelites which are applicable to 
the ſaints? 

Shep. The Ifraelites were releaſed from 
their bondage in Egypt, becauſe that God 
loved them freely, and brought them out of 
flavery according to his own purpoſe and 


promiſe to their progenitor Abraham, long 
before they went into Egypt, or they had a 
being. And 1 he aid into Abram, know of a 


ſurety that thy feed ſhall be free tem in the land 


that is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve them; and they 


all afflift them. four hundred years: And alſo 


that nation, whom they ſhall ſerve, will 1 judge: 
and afterward ſhall they come out with great ſub- 
ſtance. \ Moſes told the fame to the children 


of Iſrael, ſaying, * becauſe the Lord loved vou, 
and becauſe he would keep the oath which he had 


ſworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out 


of the houſe of bondmen. Now reſpetliog the 


laving and calling of the faints, it is ſaid God 
\ hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy call. 
ing, not according to our wor ks, but OG foe 410 

his own purpoſe and g race, which was given us in 


Chriſt Jeſus ers the world gar: 1 8 
„ 


'® Hob, vii . 8035 xv. 13, &c. 
I Deut. wü. . © 8 Tim. i. 9. 


% 
— 


8 the faints "= ave to ſee. the holineſs of 


5 1 4 
Far. 3 acknowledge this is a comfortable 
. but I have heard it ſaid, that a belief 
: thereof. would tend to cool our zeal in the 
ways of God, and render chriſtian diligence 
7 dt rs needleſs. . 
It hath a quite different effekt; for 
12 was not the knowledge of the purpoſe of 
God, nor faith. in his promiſe and power, but 


the unbelief of the children of Iſrael, that 
cauſed them to ſay, * Were it not better ſor us 
to return into Egypt? As for experience, the 


Iſraelites were brought to true experience of 


their bondage before they were releaſed there- 


IF for the Lord told aer that he had 
heard F their 67y by regſon of their taſk maſters. 
So thoſe who are going to the. canaan of reſt 
im beayen, have been brought to ſee and 00 
their condition, as being ſlayes to Satan, the 

e and their * heart's luſt; and now 


confeſs that th 255 were ſometimes fooliſh, dif 


obedient, deceiv Jerving divers luſts and plea- 
ſures. So that the prayer of the. ——— 
1 (God be merciful to me a e is not de- 

piſed by them. They feel the need of mercy. 
As the children of Iſrael travelled through 
the wilderneſs, and at Mount Sinai had the 


| law proclaimed unto them, when the people 


faid, || Zet not God ſpeak with us leſt we die; ſo 


the 


” \ Numb. : xiv. 3. 7 Exod. iii. 7, 4 Titus iii. 3. 
* Lake xviii. 13. 1 Exod. *. 19. 5 


| the law, and whe: impoſſibility of being ſaved 
thereby, agreed with Paul in ſaying, “ When 


f the commandment tame, ſin revived and I died 

a With him alſo they conclude; + that no man is 

- juſtified by the law in the fight of God, is evident, 
; uſt ſhall live by hs fa fa th. As the Iſraelites 

pl were fad with I manna; ſupplied with water 


from the I rock ; and had raiment that Y waxed 
not old, 5 believers i in Jeſus Chriſt receive him 
as the 1 

telieving; are arrayed in his Righteouſneſs, 
which is f unto all and upon all them that be- 


dealt with in a way of ' mercy, to pardon and 
ſupply, power to guard and protect; ſo are 


ſupplied out of the 1 riches in glory by Chriſt 
Je efus. 


dition as is repreſented bythe Lamb 
Shep. It is not becauſe the Lord delights 


the” ambaſſadors of * king of h all 


LL” _ lie) g A, 11 + Exod; avi, 3g. 
1 Numb. xx. 11. J Deut. vii. 4. Jchn vi. 48. 


* W 


read of life; have ** peace and joy in | 
licves That as the children of Ifrael were 
the ſaints dealt wich, and all their wants are 


Fur. As the Lord hath ſuch a regard for 
the ſaints, how came they into ſuch a con- 


in their ſorrows, IF for he doth not affift wil 
ling ly, nor grieve” the children of men. But it 
may be through their on pride, as in the 
caſe of Hezekiah, who through pride ſnewed 


lis | 


Nom. iv. 1. Rom. iii. 22. f Phil. iv. 19. 


! ; * a 
- _ » 
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"4. 
* his tr 3 and by chis was ſeen what was 
in F his heart. It may be through feif con- 


_ - fidence, as in Peter's caſe. He ſaid unto 


Jeſus, T Thrugh all men deny thee, yet will not J. 


Vet Peter denied his maſter. The ſaints may 


be brought into this condition by mixing 
with the world, as did Ephraim. The con- 


' ſequence was a ſtate of weakneſs followed, 


ſpoken of in the character of & gray hairs, 
Or it may be through backfliding from God, 
and ſeeking happineſs in other things: theſe 
appear to be the, [,wo evils which the . Jews 
committed ; but the happineſs they expected 
was not to be found at a diſtance from God. 
Far. I have ſometimes thought that mere 


as well as juſtice ſuffereth not the Lord's 


children to be 1 in 1 0 . at a diſtance from 
himſelf. | 
Shep. It certainly is 57 for he Lord's 
meſſage to the church of the Laodiceans was, 
1 As many as I love 1 n be zealous therefore 
and repent. 
Far. What, think you, are we to under- 
ſtand by the Lord's chaſtiſement of the ſaints? 


__ Shep. It may be by blaſting their outward 
Ane By family or bodily affliction. By 


giving them to ſee and know what Solomon 
calls ** the plague of their oon hearts. Or by 
; | leaving 


* 2 Kings x XX. 13. n Chro, xxxii. 31. 1 Mar. xiv. 29. 
$ Hoſ. vii. 9. || Jer. ii. 13. 4 Rev. iii. 19. 
| 1 * 1 Kings v viii. 38. 


brought into the condition repreſented by 
the torn lamb, it is very diſtreſſing, elpecially 


(13 7 0 


hands of their enemies ? 


 Shepi, I think we are not * fs to 9 


elude; for concerning Job the Lord ſaid, 
* He Was a perfect and upright man, one th 


ore God and eſcheweth evil. We have not 


rticular account that he was in a 
back lid ding condition; yet he was afflicted 


in u dis putward eſtate, im his family, his body, 


and his mind. Vea and Satan, and wicked 
men too were very buſy, to bring about, 


and helping forward the affliction. But whe- 
ther the laints are in a flate of backſliding or 


not, when they are afflicted, we. may falely 5 


conclude bat God loves them, and hath. 


gracious deſigns towards them; for Paul faith, 
tf Whom. the Lord loveth he chaſteneth,. 


again declares, that the Lord's chaſteniny 
is for eur profil, that we ee be Seen 


tus helinefs. n 


Fur. By hat n means Weber the ſaints ws 


conligering. the Nature of their enemies. 
Ui | B: BO Shep. 


: oy Jab..i. 8. + Zec. i. 15. 
1 Heb. . Heb. xii. 10. 


roving: them n A ſeaſon in their enemies 
hands. ; 

Far. Then are we to ene that every. 
ſaint is in a backſliding ſtate who is either 
under the chaſtiſement of God, or in the 


and 


" fcourgeth- every ſon whom he receiveth. He 


SORT 
8 Q Is 


4. 


Sep. Vou may well 4 the Adds of 
their enemies; for the Lion is a bold, ſtrong, 
fierce, and lurking creature. Solomon. faith, 
He turneth not away for any: and Peter ſays, 
+Y, our adverſary the devil goeth about as a roar- 
ing lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. This lion 
bad the boldneſs to aſſault the Son of God 
ö N and to ſay, I fall down and worſhip 
1 His boldneſs and roaring are enough 
85 * the heart of the ſtouteſt ſaint to 
_ tremble, if at a diſtance from the & captain 
of Lis ſalvation. The lion is ſe ſtrong that 
God only can deliver the chriſtian | from 
tum that 1s e ene And as the lion 
Jurketh in ſecret places in order to deceive, 
ſo Satan is ſometimes I transformed into an 
angel of light. Conſider how great muſt be 
he ſuffering of the lamb, to be torn limb from 
limb, as repreſented: by only two legs, or a 
piece of an ear remaining, which appear of 
Fmall value; ſcarce worth reclaiming. Theſe 
things, applied to the ſaints, point out their 
condition, when ſuffering by perſecution: for 
the ſake of Chriſt and his goſpel; or under 
the powerful temptations of Satan, either re- 
ſpecting the truths of the goſpel, the faithful- 
neſs of God, their own perſonal intereſt in 
" his love; or on account of the commiſſion of 
Bn. The: church of Gai at large, or one in- 
Avip dividual 


* . xxx. 20. EY 4 Pet. v. 3. Lf Mat, iv. 9. - 
+ Heb. i. 1067 Fr. 31. 1. 1 11 Cor. Xi. 15. 


(0 3 


EF: vidual believer in this condition, may ap- 


pear of ſmall value for a ſeaſon, though they 
are indeed the * Lord's portion; his valuable 


+-jewels ; the I excellent of the earth ; the \ falt 


of the: earth; ry God's building: God's huſbandry; 
pac 1 temples of the Holy-Ghoſt > * @ peculiar 
, who ſhall walk with Chriſt tt in whites 


for whom he prayed, ſaying, If Father, Twill 
that they alſo, whom thou haſt given me, be with 


me where I am ; that they may gebald my glory. 
By the lion having fo far accompliſhed his 


defign as to rend the lamb in pieces, and 
„ bout to carry the two remaining legs away, 
il ſheus how the powers of darkneſs may be 
4 ready to triumph over the. diſtreſſed chriſtian, 
„ while his mind is filled with many perplexing 
-. 8 Goights, ſo that he 1 Is e to ſay, e 

5 « How os ſhalt my poor trambling breat | 

5 Be with theſe anxious thoughts oppref 3 

f And Satan, my malicious foe 1 

ſe n to * me | unk o low: of | o& 
ir e . Warze. 85 
er Fur. ra ſuch are Es Carſon; in | 


e- which,. as Solomon ſaith, * The heart {A 
- his own ren 


. Deut. at's + Mat. E t Pla, xvi. * th 
ual M Mat. v. 13. I 1 Cor. iii. 9. 4 1 Cor. vi. 19 
. 020 Dot. i. ge 8 Arr. „ 


mould * pr 
tength, Aline a filthy bed, we caſt ourſelves 


gain ſome little 


| the 
Job, Behold, 1 go forward, but he is not there; 


K 
Shep. - You ſee their condition is alſo ſet 


| forth by a man lying on the corner'of a bed, 
jn a dark room. Let us ſuppoſe, you or I in 
the hands of ſome powerful enemy; ſhut up 
in priſon in an unhealthy place; having little 
enjoyment either of the light 


or heat of the 
fun; and, as the prophet exprefleth it, we 
br for the wall as the blind. At 


@ corner of the ſame, endeavouring to 

repoſe : how diſtreſſing he 
thought! Now apply this to the caſe of a 
chriſtian, in his times of trial, temptation, or 
perſecution. Conſider him alſo having little 


enjoyment or communion with Jeſus Chriſt, 


tT fun of righteouſneſs : and ſaying, with 
and backward, but I cannot perceive him: on the 
left hand, where he doth work, but I tunnot be- 
hold him: he hideth himſelf on the- right hand, 
that I cannot ſee tam.” 18 not hi 8 a time of 
Jacob s trouble? . 

Far. Surely it is. * on 
Only a corner of a bed—a dark room, and 
'prifoner's fare. No wonder David cried to 
the Lord fo earneſtly, ſaying, 1 Bring my ſoul 

of priſon. 
. hie condition is further illuſtrated 
by the man lying on the eouch. When a 
_ perſon 


x * Iſa. Er. . -+ Mal, iv. 2. + Job axtil. 8. 
1 n 5 Fſa. exlii. 7˙ 


perfon „bes to tis much on a couch, we. ge, 
N 2 find. they are not. well able to walk 

4 jeans ſeldom have much appetite for 
d 799d: and take but ſmall delight in the com- 

. WM pany of thoſe who are in health. around them 

eo the Lord's people, when in ſuch a-caſe 

e as hath been, deſcribed, are unable to walk 
it 

8 


with, Zeal in the ways of the Lord; have but 
little reliſh, for ſpiritual. food; and are oſten 
5 diſtreſſed at 3 ſight of lively. chriſtians. 
"ak Thus the poor heſiever is caſt. down, and. 
1 3 muſt lie, yea and die 19, hoffen meter 
I Vine. i 
ie Fer. Tha word Nane in « gen ond. 
|, Shep. It is a great word, and doeth: great 
Rl | things. It is found in the purpoſe of Jehovab | 
„e; he father: flows to men through the right: 
4% couſneſs and blood of Immanuel; and ig a. 
ze. ! plicd- to their hearts Dee the Holy Ghoſt. 
nd, When applied, it cauſes them to be Happy i in 
07 the enjoyment of God. “ Through: th 
* mercy of, our Cod, the Redeemer viſto. th 18 
lower world for the ſalvation of his church. 
It is becauſe God is + nich WW that we 
are quickencd who. were I dead. in treſpaſſes | 
and fins: and the Lord is 6 Menkeous in MXN, 
to redeem: the ſaints out of all their qt; 
Tow ſeg ber eli nee i. fora d 
e 
ee Lake! i. 78. + E 4. : 
1 he ü. 1. & Pius lui. 5 


6 2090 


epherd approaching! he lion in order to 
take his prey from hin. 
Frar. Yes, I obſerve the Riepherd; 11 Ang 
to: my. nn what David did when he was a 
mepherd; he flew * 4 lion and ago a bear, 
in reſcuing a laws of his flock: - 
Shep. The perſon ſet forth by the ſhepherd 
is one greater than David, , 'Jefus the 
F ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls. Of whom David 
faid, I The Tord is my ſhepherd 5 I fhall not 
want. This is he who reſcued David himſelf 
from the mouth of the lion. 
Far. Seeing the lamb is fo e poly 
1090 legs or a piece of an ear o e how 
can ĩt be reſtored? . 
i Shep.: You muſt edſerve this engraving is 
to point out one particular truth: As a ſhep- 
| Herd reſolveth to reſeue a torn lamb, ſo the 
Lord will moſt aſſuredly deliver his faints out 
of the hands of all their enemies. In this, his 
mercy ſhines abundantly towards: his people. 

His power is manifeſted in his fulfilling his 
promiſe, ' wherein he hath faid, & I will undo 
all that affliff thee. It alfo ſhews his knowledge 
of them, and his property in them. The 
Jamb being fo much torn, only he, who knows 
his flock in all conditions, could tel} whether 
it was his own lamb or not. But as he laid 
oo down his life 5 the Meg, he will reſcue the 
| purchaſe 


* 3: Sam. xvii, + ? | Petii. » 25. 5 
4 Pa, xxiii. 1. Ty 55 * | 18 X. 5· 


— 


TJ 


pirchaſe of his blood. For his'own "ROY 
and in faithfulneſs to his word, he will releaſe | 
| the lambs of bis flock, as it is written, * For 
mine own fake; even for wine own fake, will {do 
it: for how fhould my name aſe cpa? dal 
will not give my glory to another. 

Far. As you faid that merey being ap- 
phied to the heart cauſes happineſs in the en- 
joyment of God; will you favour me with a 
little enlargement concerning mercy, and the 
application thereof, in eng the ſaints in 
their time — trouble? 
Sep. By merey we may underſtand ths 
divine love and compaſſion of 22 ex- 
erciſed for, and reſting on alb them who fear 
his name: as the Pſalmiſt declares, + The 
mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing upon them that fear him. By — applica- 
tion of mercy; we may underſtand the divine 
teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, leading the mind 
tofrefh diſcoveries of falvation, by the perſon | 
and work of Jefus Chriſt 2 the 
chriſtian ſtedfaſtiy to truſt in the fame, and 
draw comfort therefrom, according as. the 
Lord told his diſciples reſpełting the ſacred 
Comforter, ſaying, I. He /hall gloriſ mo: for. | 
| he ſhall tale of the things: that are mine, and 
ſhew them unto you. David likewiſe knew the 
W of divine teaching, when he faid, 


2 


e 214 + Pla ell . : 
1 John xi. 14. 
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x * Open 1 mine Ses, that 'f i May behold. wonder 
dus things out of thy law, In ane of his times 
of diſtreſs, he al laid, + I have truſted in thy 
name: my heart ſhall rejoice in thy ſalvation. 
Mercy is exerciſed for and applied unto the 
ſaints, according to the nature of thoſe things 
Whieh are the cauſes of their diſtreſs. If they 
are brought i into a ſuffering condition through 
temptation, affliction, or proſecution, then 
. mercy fulfills that precious promiſe, | As thy 
days fo ſhall thy fronge be. If their ſuffering 
is on account of their backſliding, then mercy 
heals them, as it is written, & 7 will heel ther 
backſliaing, and love them freely. 
Far. I know it is ſo written: But I have 
| heard it ſaid that, if God will abſolutely re- 
ſtore every backſliding ſaint, and heal all their 
_ - backſlidings,” believing: the fame. will leave a 
backſlider careleſs, and even ue liberty to 
commit fin, _- 
Shep. Very en arguing indeed. 
1 I was ſick, a belief in the ability and kind- 
niels of my phy ſieian would not leave me care- 
| lefs, but lead me to make ſpeedy application 
to my friend for the reſtoration- of my health. 
This appears to be Jeremiah's concluſion, 
_ 'when he faith, | Heal me O Lord and I ſhall be 
healed. Reſpetiing liberty to ſin, no fru 
ly man will take ſuch liberty: And as for 
1 ungod] 7 
* Pa, cxix „ 18. be Su, f 1 Deut. xxxii, 25. 
C Thief. XIV; 14. 4 xvii. 14. 
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ungodly men, what cw thing wilt they not 
abuſe ? It is * ungodly men who turn the grace 

of God into laciviouſneſs. Should a man be fo 
preſumptuous as to ſin becauſe grace abounds, 
he gives full proof that he is an ungodly man; 
and though he fall to his own ruin, yet mal! 

the righteous riſe from all his falls to praiſe 
mercy and grace for ever; as Solomon ſaith, 
+4 juft man falleth ſeven times, and rifeth again: | 
but FI wicked Mall full into miſchieſ. And unto 
Daniel it was ſaid; I many ſhall be puri ſied, and 
made white and iried' but the wicked. ſhall do 
wickedly ; and none of the wicked. Hall under. 
fand; but the wiſe ſhall underſtand: 

Far. Theſe things een Y Salvation is 
of the: Lord? 

Shep.. Jonah learned «that truth experi- 
mentally. He was in ſuch circumſtances that 
only the omnipotent hand of Jehovah could 
afford him relief; as it is recorded, Jonan 
prayed unto the Lord: his God out of the fojh's belly, 
and ſaid, I cried by reaſon of mine ajſliction unto 
the Lord, .and he heard me ; out of the belly of 
hell cried J, and thou heardeſt my voice. As the 
ſaints have to praiſe God for ever for his ſal- 
vation, it is needful that they know both who 
faves them, and kow they are ſaved. 

Far. By theſe things we learn how God 
loves his r but hates their ſins: he 

therefore 


"_ 4. + Pro. xxiv. 16. ＋ Dan. xii. 10. 
4. Jonahii.g.. a N 
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therefore makes their ſins hateful to them. 


An 


Aelves; and reſtores them again * lle. Joy of MW; is f. 
tis ſalvation. « compa 
Sep. We alſo "RES that, when men are ¶ aud 77 
| eee. away into fin, it is their own fault; Wl; 2 
therefore f let no man ſay when he is tempted, Ea 
Jam tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted ment. 
of evil, 9 tempieth he any man. But ve Nur! 
greatly need divine help 10 ſupport when be gl 
ſtanding, and to raife-when fallen: this David Noppor 
knew when he prayed unto. God, ſaying, SI 
+ Hold thou me un and . ſhall be ſafe. How Wen d. 
ever, a conſideration of reſtoring mercy, gives Far 
great encouragement to the ſaints, in times of M;:# on 
diſtreſs to look to Jehovah for relief: to truſt She, 
in his name, honor, power, wiſdom, mercy My;;þ ) 


and faithfulneſs, to protect, reſtore, heal, and 
fave them for ever, according to. the pro- 
Phet's words, \ Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the wotce of his ſervant, 
that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? lit 
him truſt in the name of the Lord, and Stay upon 
5 God. Such a one may ſay 


« How will the powers fron boaſt, 
nf but one praying ſoul be loſt? _ 
But I have truſted in thy grace, 
And ſhall again behold thy. face.” 


Warre. 


And 


Kn A James i. 13. 
| $ Pla. CX1X. 117. 5 Iſa. I. 10, © 


„ 
— | And reſpetting the Lord's mercy to them, 
of it is ſaid, * He will turn again, he will have 
cmpaſſion upen us ; he will ſubdue our iniquities ; 
* nt thou will caſt all their fins into the depths of. 
ed, Far, I thank you for this kind entertain- 
ted I ment. I believe it is now time for me to re- 


ve urn home, to ſet the plough agoing. I thall 
_ de glad (if agreeable to you) at ſome other 
vi 


opportunity) to pay you another viſit. 


ng, Shep. You ſhall be welcome to any thing I 
= {can do either for your real pleaſure or profit. 
e. Far. Good day. The mer cy of the Lor d 
- I | 


reſt on you. „ 
Shep. Farewel. The God of mercy be 
with you. Amen. | 


ruſt 
2ICy 
and 
pro- 
weth 
vant, 
9 lat 
upon 
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